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We describe food transfer patterns among Ache Indians living on a per-
manent reservation. The social atmosphere at the reservation is character-
ized by a larger group size, a more predictable diet, and more privacy than
the Ache typically experience in the forest while on temporary foraging
treks. Although sharing patterns vary by resource type and package size,
much of the food available at the reservation is given to members of justa
few other families. We find significant positive correlations between
amounts transferred among pairs of families, a measure of the “contin-
gency” component required of reciprocal altruism models. These pre-
ferred sharing partners are usually close kin. We explore implications of
these results in light of predictions from current sharing models.
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Hunter-gatherer food sharing is often described as the band-wide pooling
of unpredictable game resources and the more restricted pooling of gath-
ered foods. One of the most detailed examples of this pattern was found
among the Ache, a group of foragers living in eastern Paraguay (Hill and
Hawkes 1983; Clastres 1972). Kaplan and Hill (1985) found that hunted
game, such as peccaries, pacas, monkeys, and armadillos, was shared
widely among all band members (15 to 28 people) who were on temporary
forest trips away from the permanent Chupa Pou settlement. These foods
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